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Noise Management Board Meeting 5th April 2017 
 
CAGNE sat at the Noise Management Board last week and has both some 
positive noise but also yet more frustration. 
 
The A320-whine retrofit to reduce noise is continuing with airlines who are not 
actively seeking to retrofit being warmed of the financial consequence of not 
doing so.  
 
Easyjet and British Airways have currently adapted approximately 90% of 
their fleet of A320s that use Gatwick. This will reduce the noise of landing 
A320’s by 10-11 decibels, which is significant.  
 
The meeting was very constructive in working with Gatwick, NATS (airspace 
designers), Department for Transport and the Civil Aviation Authority as well 
as other bodies.   CAGNE continues to raise concern that we are the only 
group that is speaking up for all, those closest to the runway out to those in 
coastal regions for arrivals and departures. 
 
Arrivals 
The arrival swathe still needs work to be fair and equitable to all.  The join to 
the final approach (ILS) has now become permanent from 8nm instead of 
10nm in east and west.  CAGNE requested that should there be consequence 
of the summer schedule that it be re-visited.  The gates to the west and east 
are in place to monitor aircraft movement across the arrival swathe and we 
are happy to report that NATS, Gatwick and the CAA will be meeting on the 
13th April to discuss how best to make the swathe of arrivals fairer for all. 
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Helios (professional consultants employed by Gatwick) presented a huge 
amongst of arrival data, which is assisting in making decisions for the NMB 
members.  
 
TO70, a Netherlands airspace designer, employed by Gatwick to assist 
community groups joined the NMB meeting and helped with input to how best 
a fair distribution could be achieved.  CAGNE believe NATS needs to be more 
creative in their approach.  We will know more at the next NMB in June. 



 
Controlled Descent Approaches (CDA/CDO) we have to be realistic that a 
CDO is not a magic wand to taking noise away but as suggested by CAGNE, 
a mix of low drag low gear and CDA may help to reduce noise.  CDA has 
limitations as we are seeing at Schiphol due to the number of aircraft 
movements the airport seeks and Gatwick is no different as it continues to try 
and grow to 60 ATMs (aircraft traffic movement) an hour. 
 
The airport is reporting 90% CDA compliance and yet reduction in noise is not 
seen as significant for communities.  We hope to have more news on this 
after the June meeting. 
 
 
(Imm 11) Change in runway protocol which means planes could land to the 
west instead of the east when the weather permitted was not seen as fair and 
equitable and this was echoed by east and west councils.  CAGNE produced 
two evidence-based papers on this and with the support West Sussex County 
Council and GATCOM it was removed from the NMB agenda. 
 
Night Flights were discussed but no great moves were made mostly due to 
the recent Government consultation on this, which did not seek to reduce 
Gatwick quotas, in fact Gatwick seeks to grow in the winter! 
 
 
Gatwick continues to push for growth and the call by communities to limit this 
was noted with no immediate action. 
 
CAGNE highlighted the fact that Gatwick has grown by 4% and yet it has not 
financial assisted the roads and rail that Gatwick burden with low cost air 
passengers.  Gatwick stated that a new report was imminent, being produced 
by the Growth Board. 
 
Noise perception is currently being investigated as the CAA recent report 
focused on Heathrow.  This is to be welcomed but it will only be as good as 
the data that is added and as it is being produced by the person behind 
ADNID we will have to wait and see. 
 
Departures 
Sadly no departures review is going to take place but we did push that a 
workshop with a working party be set up to look at the routes that the CAA 
PIR review did not identify as needing re-examining.   
 
CAGNE stated that for many communities departures are far nosier than 
arrivals and that these residents who had PRNAV placed above them with 
seemingly no consultation were still very angry and had been awaiting for a 
review as promised to take place after the arrival review. 
 
CAGNE will continue to push that departures be reviewed and not just the 
routes identified by the CAA ie route 3, 4, 5, 2. 
 



CAGNE requested that noise be the number on consideration up to 6,000ft as 
Heathrow are seeking.  Gatwick stated this was not up to Gatwick but the DfT 
intervened and said that the sponsor, Gatwick, could put this forward as a 
noise change/airspace change. 
 
Other matters 
(IMM 17) On behalf of the communities CAGNE led in objecting to the noise 
complaint webpage but Gatwick did not see reason to change their stance on 
this and would not replace the phone line or email address.  CAGNE has now 
produced an evidence-based paper, which we seek to send to ministers as 
the current procedure discriminates against the elderly and the blind. 
 
(Imm 4) CAGNE raised the issue of the booklet for estate agents and what 
progress had been made as CAGNE had expressed concern over the maps 
blighting areas that are not recognised by Gatwick as being noise impacted.  
NMB informed us that all points had been noted and that it should be 
available come the June meeting. 
 
The Board members of Gatwick have now requested that emails/ letters to 
them concerning noise will come to the NMB to see if action is needed.  They 
will continue to be logged as complaints. 
 
Other news 
ADNID - CAGNE questioned Gatwick again to if ADNID had been removed 
from the European finance proposal of SESAR.  Gatwick confirmed that had 
requested this but stated that the money obtained would now be used for 
other NMB activities. 
 
CAGNE has written to Jeremy Quin MP for Horsham to ask him to write to 
Gatwick to request that they agree to a 20 year ban on the route ADNID (trial 
route of 2014 over areas not previously flown over).  If Gatwick seeks to sell 
this is the only way Gatwick has of illustrating substantial growth to a potential 
buyer!  No news as yet and if you agree perhaps drop Mr Quin an email. 
 
Route 4 CAA conclusion over trial changes to the departure route west. 
http://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-
change/Reviews/Changes-to-Gatwick-departures-2013/ 
 
Next CAGNE Council Aviation Forum meeting is 31st May at Kirdford 
Parish Hall.  The CAA has been invited to attend and speak. 
 
Current consultations – deadline 25th May 11.45pm. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforming-policy-on-the-design-
and-use-of-uk-airspace 
 
CAA Consultation – deadline 30th June. 
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/policy-development/draft-airspace-design-
guidance/ 
 
Gatwick’s responses to consultations: 



http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedoc
ument/transport-committee/airports-national-policy-
statement/written/49294.html 


