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Introduction 
 
CAGNE, Communities Against Gatwick Noise and Emissions was formed to 
both help and unite communities in February 2014.  CAGNE seeks to share 
information about Gatwick Airport, aviation, environment, and flight paths with 
communities throughout West Sussex and Surrey. CAGNE also seeks a fair 
and equitable distribution for arrivals and departures to the east and west of 
Gatwick. CAGNE was not set up to simply move aircraft noise from one 
community to another and it will not be party to pitching communities against 
each other.   
 
Night Flights 
 
A recent survey undertaken by CAGNE carried out over 3 month (released 
January 2018) residents participating from Sussex, Surrey and Kent, showed 
that 69% wanted to see a night flight ban at Gatwick. 
 
History to date 
 
Night flights at Gatwick started in the 1960s.  The first night movement 
restrictions were introduced in 1971.  The noise became so bad that in 1973 
that the village of Lowfield Heath (between Crawley and Charlwood) was 
demolished as it was deemed to be uninhabitable.  The 1985 Airports Policy 
White Paper rejected demands for a ban on night flights.  In the summer of 
1987 there were 4,300 night flights at Gatwick.   
 
In 2006 it was agreed that night noise quotas were to be gradually reduced to 
bring about a roughly 10% reduction in the level of noise at night over the next 
six years. 

This seemed good news that the government was removing the ‘headroom’ in 
the quotas with the removal of QC4 category planes.  However, the number of 
flights and noise levels were higher than originally proposed in the 
consultation of 2005.  The Government had not lived up to its good intentions. 

2017 (1) saw the Government reduce night noise quotas for the summer (2) 
but allowed Gatwick to increase the winter schedule by 60% (4).  NB: 
Gatwick’s summer schedule permits 11,200 aircraft movements and the 
winter schedule 3,250 movements. 
 
Gatwick now has the highest number of night movements of all the airports in 
the UK and has witnessed around 2% increase in 2016 as detailed in the CAA 



Gatwick noise contour map report (5) we quote: 
 
The area of the 2016 night actual modal split (84% west / 16% east) 48 dBA 
Leq contour was 107.1 km2, an increase of 1.5% from the previous year 
(2015: 104.7 km2). The contour enclosed a population of 14,600, which was a 
1% rise from 2015 (2015: 14,400). 
 
The 2016 summer night 48 dBA Leq contour area assuming the 10-year 
average runway modal split (77% west / 23% east) was 107.7 km2, enclosing 
a population 
of 14,250. 
 
Gatwick has seen a 13.6% increase in longhaul for 2017 and so we can 
expect winter sun and reduce cost of long haul flights being an incentive to 
see growth during future winter periods.   
 
Medical research has shown that night flights are some of the most damaging 
to health (6) and yet Government policy in 2017 has been to allow Gatwick to 
grow by 60% in the winter schedule. See Appendix A. 
 
Format of the Community Groups on the NMB 
 
The NMB has had from the outset an ‘imbalance of CNG groups’ as it the 
majority of the CNGs represented were focused on arrivals.  CAGNE has 
expressed its concern a number of times to the secretariat since when 
recommendations were/are being made the full ramifications of decisions on 
both arrivals and departures airspace, and the communities beneath, was not 
being addressed.  This was, and is, felt to disadvantage unsuspecting 
communities closer to the airport than others.   
 
There are five groups’ plus two individuals on the NMB that are concerned 
with arrivals some 16 miles plus from the end of the runway. The noise 
situations are very similar in the east and west at this distance. 

 
NB: Plane Justice which is concerned with departures (the Salford section of 
Route 4) has requested a seat on the NMB having already been permitted to 
attend NMB meetings and workshops.  Plane Wrong has a seat on the NMB 
and is concerned with departure Route 4 and 3. 
 
The NMB formation currently entertains two from GON (arrivals) (Penshurst) 
plus a resident of Penshurst, two from High Weald (Chiddingstone and Leigh), 
TWANNG (arrivals) plus a resident from TW, and East Sussex (arrivals) 
(Crowborough); in the west PAGNE (pre-dominantly arrivals and route 1 
departure) (Plaistow) and APCAG (arrivals) (Pulborough) and CAGNE (east 
and west of Gatwick for West Sussex and Surrey) (arrivals and departures). 
 
CAGNE are concerned that all communities are represented in discussions as 
each NMB member has only one vote.  It is not seen to be fair or equitable 
that those who may be impacted, or who will be impacted by any changes to 



aircraft movements are not given the same voice as the seven community 
groups as detailed above, who are concerned with arrivals.  
 
Of the NMB CNG groups currently out of the eight seats there are five that 
represent areas that already receive respite. 
 
Reduced Night Noise Trial  (IP26 NMB 9)  
 
CAGNE produces this paper to present a transparent picture of its stance and 
concerns over the Reduce Night Noise Trial proposed by Gatwick Airport via 
the NMB.   
 
It is presented due to the continual push by groups 16 miles plus from the 
runway to have the join to the ILS moved closer to the runway for the night 
trail which is felt to be disingenuous to other communities as detailed above. 
 
Concerns for clarification and discussion: 
 

1. The timing of the trial, 0100-0500 is during a period when Gatwick is 
quiet and thus will not present a true picture of the impact of focused 
routes to the ILS at night on communities when designated as PRNAV 
routes. 

 
2. There is likely to be a lack of rational scientific research into any 

conclusions from the trial.  It would seem that complaints are to be 
recorded as the only feedback to the results of the trial.  This was the 
case previously when Gatwick introduced a trial of Summer 2013 when 
it was flown from 1200 – 0500 over 90 consecutive nights. 

 
3. Under Fair and Equitable Distribution, it was agreed that the full swathe 

to the join of the ILS be used in a fair and balanced way during the day 
and not focused routes.  FED has not been detailed or discussed for 
the trial. 

 
It would seem to be proposed that aircraft are to focus on the 8 to 
10nm joins to the ILS, see Helios report of March 218, Appendix B.  
The fear is that the 8nm or 10nm join to the ILS will be focused upon 
and thus there will be no FED distribution across the full swathe.  We 
refer to NMB 6 NMB/6 IP08 and NMB9 IP26. 

 
4. Government policy is to reduce CO2 emissions/fuel and the airlines 

desires is to the take the shortest route to landing and thus CAGNE are 
concerned that the 8nm or 10nm join to the ILS will be the focus if only 
one route is to be used for the trial and not a number of routes across 
the full swathe.  At night when Gatwick is at its quietest PRNAV routes 
to the inner edge of the swathe can be monopolised reducing the noise 
across the swathe and as such only reducing the noise for those 
furthest from the runway. 

 



5. Landing aircraft close to the runway markedly increases noise from the 
lower aircraft, the low height of join to the ILS with gear down, wheels 
down, and flaps to permit lower approach speed.  This is prevalent with 
Gatwick as some pilots using Gatwick may be less knowledgeable of 
CDO or NAP procedures and are not regulars to the airport. 

 
6. The imbalance of the CNG groups on the NMB, and at the workshop, 

will not allow those to have a voice that have seen a significant 
increase in arrival movements since the Arrival Review of 2014 was 
initiated, particually the move of the join to the ILS to 8nm and below. 
CAGNE is the only CNG representing the interests of these 
communities. 

 
7. The Secretary of State (SoS) Noise Abatement Procedure (NAP) has 

protected residents that live beneath the inner edge of the swathe at 
8nm from night flights since 1999, as they receive very little respite 
from Gatwick aircraft movements including ground noise.  Taking 
arrivals in isolation without considering the other aircraft movements 
these residents are impacted by would seem unfair and inequitable.  
The majority of residents at 8nm (Appendix D) do not receive any 
respite currently from aircraft, see Appendix C. The SoS NAP was to 
provide some respite for these communities.  In 1999 aircraft were 
nosier but far fewer in number.  We are concerned that these 
communities are to be impacted by the inner swathe as detailed 
previously in point 5. 

 
The 2017 Government policy suggests that NAP should be reviewed 
and CAGNE welcomes this if it is conducted in a transparent way to all 
to be impacted.  As is known, the NMB have already agreed to one 
change to the noise abatement procedures arising from the Gatwick 
Arrivals Review (Recommendation IMM 05 to increase the CDA 
commencement height from 6000feet to 7000feet).  

 
The CDA change benefitted all communities that were currently 
impacted by arrivals as it is a noise abatement procedure and moves 
aircraft higher away from above communities, so reducing noise. 

 
8. We do not welcome an imbalance of representation in decision making 

nor that no consideration is given to the full airspace communities are 
expected to endure when considering changes to airspace over areas 
that already experience some respite. This is especially true when 
considering changes to airspace over areas that already experience 
some respite. 

 
9. CAGNE seek a fairer way forward whereby all impacts of aircraft 

movements are considered in a holistic way and not isolated as is, and 
has, been the case with the Arrival Review and NMB activities to date. 

 
10. The trial does not have to go through the CAA CAP161 consultation 

process, as it is a trial.  A trial is seen to obtain data for future airspace 



changes.  We quote the CAA from page 90: 
 

308. An airspace trial requires the CAA’s approval before it can 
commence. The trial sponsor must specify a defined objective by 
submitting to the CAA a Statement of Need (Step 1A).  This must 
include a trial plan, which is a clear explanation of: 

• what the trial involves 
• what the trial is aiming to investigate, prove or validate (i.e. a 

defined objective) 
• before and after descriptions, where relevant 
• what data and outcomes the trial sponsor needs in order to 

prove or otherwise that the trial has been a success 
• how the sponsor has considered and assessed the likely noise 

impact of its proposal and how this will inform the level of 
stakeholder engagement required 

 
The CAA can approve a trial up to 6 months without a full consultation.  If, 
as detailed, a trial is ‘to investigate, prove or validate’ and ‘what data and 
outcomes the trial sponsor needs in order to prove or otherwise that the 
trial has been a success’.  We see no reason to remove the SoS NAP for 
the trial unless Gatwick (and community groups at 16 miles plus from the 
runway) plan to obtain data that will enable them to make a permanent 
change to the joins to the ILS moving them below 10nm. 
 

Summary  
 
At present CAGNE are concerned about the input to the RNN workshops and 
community participation of what is being put forward by community groups 
furthest from the runway with suggestion of FED, compensation and multiple 
routes that do not seem to be offered by Gatwick currently.  We would ask for 
clarification from Gatwick to the above points before the trial is instigated. 
 
 
(1) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/627890/night-
flight-restrictions-at-heathrow-gatwick-and-stansted-decision-document.pdf 
 
(2) At Gatwick there is a quota for the number of night flights allowed, and another quota for the number 
of noise points – with the noisier aircraft using up more noise points. 
(3) As measured by the total number of noise points permitted. 
(4) Decision document paragraph 6. 
(5) CAA Noise Exposure Contours for Gatwick Airport 2016 ERCD REPORT 1702 
(6) See www.aef.org.uk 
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Instagram CAGNE 

 
 



Appendix A 
 
Night Quotas 

 
 
 
 



Appendix B 
 
Helios data of March 2018 showing joins to the ILS  
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Appendix C 
 
Arrivals and departures movements east and west of 2015 before the 
widening of the swathe and aircraft moved from 10nm to 8nm join to the ILS  
 

 
Appendix D 
 
CAA mapping of the 8nm join to the ILS (Instrument Landing System) 
 


